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Executive Summary 
 

The RURITAGE project demonstrates how Cultural and Natural Heritage can emerge as a driver of sustainable 

development and competitiveness of rural areas and aims at creating an innovative heritage-led rural 

ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Cƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ 

in tŀǊƛǎ ŀǘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ headquarters on the 9th and 10th of June 2022. 

 
¢ƘŜ w¦wL¢!D9 Cƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ 

the project. 

For two days, 9-10 June 2022, sessions of various formats were held, including an interactive workshop on 

rural future scenarios, discussions with European leading researchers and practitioners and an information 

session for UNESCO Member States. During these two days, in the speeches and interventions of the various 

participants, a common idea can be highlighted: heritage in all its forms, enables social cohesion and well- 

being, fosters socio-economic development, and has the potential to enhance the long-term benefits of 

economic activities and change the face of rural regions across the world. The conference also demonstrated 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ άƻƴŜ-size-fits-ŀƭƭέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 

faced by rural areas, there is one thing experts agree on: market-based action alone is not enough, and 

government-led policy interventions are needed to mitigate the decline of rural areas. 
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1. Introduction 

¢ƘŜ w¦wL¢!D9 Cƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

outcomes. All involved partners were present and all interested stakeholders as well as UNESCO Member 

States were invited. 

For two days, 9-10 June 2022, sessions of various formats were held, including an interactive workshop on 

rural future scenarios, discussions with European leading researchers and practitioners and an information 

session for Member States. A poster session provided RURITAGE Additional Replicators with a space to present 

the results of their implemented actions. A list of participants can be found below. Several sessions were 

streamed online Ǿƛŀ ¦b9{/hΩǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΦ 

RURITAGE Partners and Additional Replicators (AR) Present at the Final Conference: 

¶ Austria: Styrian Eisenwurzen UNESCO Global Geopark 

¶ Austria/Slovenia: Karawanken-Karavanke UNESCO Global Geopark 

¶ Colombia: Colombian Federation of Municipalities 
¶ Finland: Savonia University of Applied Sciences; University of Vaasa, Pargas 

¶ France: UNESCO and ACIR Compostelle 

¶ Germany: ICLEI European Secretariat GMBH and Bergstrasse-Odenwald UNESCO Global Geopark 

¶ Greece: Natural History Museum of the Lesvos Petrified Forest and University of Crete; 
EcomuseumZagori 

¶ Hungary: Visegrád City Municipality 

¶ Iceland: Katla UNESCO Global Geopark 

¶ Ireland: WestBIC - Business and Innovation Centre 

¶ Italy: Alma Mater Studiorum ς Universita di Bologna, Turin Polytechnic University, Agency for the 
Promotion of European Research, Borghi Italia tour network, Project for the Integration and Welcoming 
of Immigrants, 

¶ Regional agri-food district, Municipality of Appignano del Tronto; Borgofuturo 
¶ Norway: Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Magma UNESCO Global Geopark 

¶ Netherlands: ALMENDE 

¶ Philippines: Wood Identification of Ifugao Traditional Houses (AR) 
¶ Poland: Centre for Systems Solutions 

¶ Romania: Harghita County Council and Pro Educatione 

¶ Slovenia: Zavod za kulturo, turizem in promocijo Gornja Radgona and Kulturno Izobrazevalno Drustvo 

¶ Spain: Consulta Europa, Tecnalia Foundation, Cartif Foundation, Santa Maria la Real Historical Heritage 
Foundation, Innovative Business Grouping for Efficient Construction, Marinas Corunesas 
BiosphereReserve (AR) 

¶ Turkey: Izmir metropolitan municipality and Izmir Institute of Technology, Demir Enerji, 
NilüferMunicipality 

¶ United Kingdom: University of Plymouth and TakeArt 

¶ Ukraine: Polevaya Villa (AR) 
 

Overall, this represented: 
- 130 participants, from 21 countries, including participants from outside EU, from Colombia, Iceland, 

Norway, Philippines, Turkey, United Kingdom, and Ukraine. 
- 13 Role Models; 6 Replicators; 8 Additional Replicators and 16 Knowledge Facilitating Partners. 

Member States whose permanent delegation members attended the conference (14 Member States): 

¶ Argentina 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sustainable-rural-development-in-the-european-agenda-tickets-352883041677
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¶ Azerbaijan 

¶ China 

¶ Colombia 

¶ Indonesia 
¶ Korea 

¶ Kuwait 

¶ Lebanon 

¶ South Africa 

¶ Spain 

¶ Sri Lanka 

¶ Sultanate of Oman 

¶ Switzerland 

¶ Türkiye 
 

Where feasible, for example during presentations and panels, the conference was also streamed online with a 
total audience of 55 people. 

 
 

2. Organisation 

UNESCO led the organsation of the Final Conference, both content and logistics-wise. 
 
 

Preparations started early 2022 and included internal processes at UNESCO, such as reservation of conference 

rooms, catering services arrangements, reception scheduling, printing various materials and covering all other 

technical aspects. Among other tasks, UNESCO ensured drafting agendas, sending invitations to UNESCO Member 

States and participants and supported visa invitations for outside-EU participants. UNESCO used its internal 

services to print photos for the photo ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ roll up & brochures and badges. 

 

Sessions content preparation was co-led by UNESCO and UNIBO. Several brainstorming calls were held in Spring 

2022 between UNESCO, UNIBO and other several partners (see Table 1) to come up with the most suitable formats 

answering the aims of sessions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NiLa0hGpY8&list=PLskVJylHcyAHWLKkw3FJpOXULCJKshQZq
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Session Aim Partners in charge 

Steering Committee 
Steering Committee meeting to manage final 
tasks and deliverables 

UNIBO 

General Assembly 
Presentation of final major outcomes among 

RURITAGE community 
UNIBO 

Future Scenario Workshop: Rural futures 
beyond RURITAGE 

Rural futures beyond RURITAGE CRS and UNIBO 

Cocktail Reception 
Awarding of the Photo Contest ²ƛƴƴŜǊ 
social gathering 

UNESCO 

Rural territories in EU funded projects: 

inspiration from Local Communities - Round 

Table 

Present results of regeneration led 

strategies to Eu regional and national 

stakeholders, in particular from countries 

where actions were implemented. 

APRE, ICLEI, 

TECNALIA and 

UNIBO 

Rural Development and regeneration within 

European Union Agenda 

Exchange view on potential uptake of 

Ruritage innovative solutions in other EU 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ 

APRE, ICLEI, 

UNESCO and UNIBO 

Round table on Rural Regeneration. 

Information Session to UNESCO Member 

States 

Information Session on Rural Regeneration 

Presentation of final major outcomes to 

UNESCO Member States and to EU/UN 

representatives 

 
 

UNESCO 

Reception 
Networking between Ruritage community 

and UNESCO Permanent Delegations 
UNESCO 

 
 

 

3. Description of Activities 
 
 

Participants of RURITAGE final conference gathered at UNESCO, Paris. 

 
 

 
Welcome and Institutional Greetings: 

The event started with an institutional welcome speech by ¦b9{/hΩǎ Chief of Section for Earth Sciences and 

Geoparks, who highlighted this ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ role in building a culture of dialogue amongst civilizations, cultures, 
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and peoples and how heritage has the potential to be a universal value that promotes that dialogue. He went on 

to stress the successful case of UNESCO Global Geoparks which combine conservation and promotion of local 

natural and cultural heritage with the direct involvement of local communities, fostering sustainable development 

and advancing economic growth. 

 

Kristof Vandenberghe, Chief of Section for Earth Sciences and Geoparks, UNESCO, and Professor Simona Tondelli, vice-rector of the 
University of Bologna and RURITAGE coordinator 

 
 
 

Overall Project Results: 

RURITAGE coordinator, followed, underlining how the project was able to successfully gather dozens of partners 

from across Europe and beyond under a common banner, using cultural and natural heritage to regenerate rural 

regions. Presenting the audience with a summary of RURITAGE project methodology and results, such as the de 

facto improvement of the rural regions that participated in the project; the digital platform RURITAGE Resource 

Ecosystem and the knowledge sharing and dissemination actions that accounted for 26 public webinars, two 

summer schools and hundreds of digital actions, the coordinator stressed how other rural areas of the world could 

benefit from an adapted RURITAGE methodology. 

 
How RURITAGE changed the rural areas for Role Models and Replicators - 3-minute presentations 

After the two welcoming speeches, the 19 RURITAGE regions, both Role Models and Replicators, shared how the 

project changed their communities and initiatives for the better in 3-minute presentations. A full account of the 

presentations is published on RURITAGE website. 

 
Impact assessment/ RURITAGE Resource Ecosystem: engaging local stakeholders in digital heritage-led 

/Exploitation and long-term strategy for RURITAGE 

The morning sessions ended with presentations from CARTIF, who developed the monitoring platform of the 

project; Polytechnic University of Torino who presented the RURITAGE Resource Ecosystem and WestBic giving 

an insight on the exploitation and long-term strategy for RURITAGE. 

https://en.unesco.org/global-geoparks
https://www.ruritage.eu/resources/webinars/
https://www.ruritage.eu/summer-school-2022/
https://www.ruritage.eu/news-events/news/around-the-world-in-21-pitches-ruritages-impact-on-its-role-models-and-replicators/
https://www.cartif.es/en/home/
https://ruritage-ecosystem.eu/kpi
https://www.polito.it/?lang=en
https://www.ruritage-ecosystem.eu/drhh
https://www.westbic.ie/
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These sessions were streamed and can be watched on RURITAGE YouTube channel. 
 
 

Future Scenario Workshop: Rural futures beyond RURITAGE 

In the afternoon, RURITAGE participants actively took part in an interactive workshop designed and facilitated by 

the Centre for Systems Solutions and UNIBO, with additional facilitation by ICLEI Europe. The workshop aimed at 

better understanding the possibilities for EU rural areas to cope with changing conditions (energy, migration, 

digitalisation and gentrification). Working in parallel groups, participants explored the future consequences of 

several scenarios and based on their choices, developed policy proposals to promote resilience in the rural space. 

A full report of the workshop can be found in the Annex of this report. 

 

Participants of the interactive workshop designed by CRS. 
 

 

Cocktail reception: culture in action 

The day ended with a cocktail reception where the Director of UNESCO Ecological and Earth Sciences Division 

welcomed RURITAGE Final Conference participants and a photo exhibition featuring photos from all RURITAGE 

ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Photo Contest were displayed. This exhibition was organized and 

printed by UNESCO. A prize ceremony was held, where, in the absence of the photographer who was awarded the 

1st place, a certificate was delivered to the representatives of the Municipality of Salento, Colombia, by the 

representative of the Colombian Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to France, Permanent Delegate 

of Colombia to UNESCO. A second-place certificate was also awarded by RURITAGE Coordinator to the 2nd place 

photographer from the Karavanke/Karawanken UNESCO Global Geopark. Guests had also the opportunity to hear 

a piano and poetry performances from UK participants of the project, the Take Art organization and the jazz duo, 

Duo in Uno. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NiLa0hGpY8
https://systemssolutions.org/
https://www.ruritage.eu/news-events/photo_contest_winners/
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Clockwise. The representative of Colombian Ambassador delivering the 1st prize of RURITAGE photo contest; 2nd place of RURITAGE Photo 
Contest accepting a certificate from RURITAGE coordinator, piano performance; RURITAGE Photo Exhibition organized by UNESCO. 

 
 

 

Day, 2, 10th June, 2022 

Rural territories in EU funded projects: inspiration from Local Communities - Round Table. 

On the morning of the 10th of June, several rural development projects funded by the European Union gathered 

in a round-table discussion to present their strategies and results to EU regional and national stakeholders and 

exchange views on the potential uptake of RURITAGE innovative solutions in other EU territories. The discussions 

were live streamed. 

Moderated by TECNALIA ; the first round table had the participation of representatives from AURORAL; 

INCULTUM; Be.CULTOUR and DESIRA projects. The session opened with community-based regeneration case 

studies in RURITAGE presented by UNIBO. RURITAGE participants gave their testimony on being part of the project 

and what changes occurred in their regions. Although each region faces specific challenges and implemented their 

own regeneration plans, a common idea was expressed by all: being part of a community, a network of regions 

with similar issues, empowered them and made them feel that it is possible to overcome the challenges. Many 

participants praised the project for providing a common place to share knowledge and co-create solutions. 

https://www.auroral.eu/
https://incultum.eu/
https://becultour.eu/
https://desira2020.eu/
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Claudia de Luca, Junior Assistant professor, University of Bologna 
 
 

Rural Development and regeneration within European Union Agenda 

The second session, moderated by UNESCO, had the participation of DG AGRI European Commission; SHERPA 

Project; ICLEI Europe and the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe. Some important remarks 

made by the participants of this workshop put emphasis on άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘέ of rural communities; a more active 

participation of civil society in the policy design concerning rural areas leading to a long-term vision for these areas 

and a need to recognize culture as a driver for sustainable development in rural areas. The representative of 

UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe also informed the audience about the Culture 2030 

indicators, a UNESCO framework of thematic indicators whose purpose is to measure and monitor the progress 

ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлол !ƎŜƴŘŀ 

for Sustainable Development. 

The discussion further elaborated on the policies that underpin such rural regeneration and the need for an 

interdisciplinary approach. The ICLEI representative explained how the institution works in assessing the territorial 

impact of policies, looking at innovation from all perspectives and went on to explain that both the high tech, the 

low tech as well as the traditional and indigenous knowledge can be used for technological, social, and 

environmental innovation. 

The panelists further brought the discussion to the tension between agriculture that still accounts for 4% of global 

gross domestic product (GDP) (according to the World Bank in some least developing countries, it can account for 

more than 25% of GDP), and biodiversity. On this matter, the representative of DG AGRI informed the meeting 

that the European Commission is working on a rural observatory, to collect more and better data about the 

connection between agriculture, biodiversity, and climate change. On the importance and dangers of tourism, 

ǇŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

alike. 

In the end, the ICLEI representative summed up the key factors for a successful rural regeneration policy: trust 

(inclusive consultation, community engagement), good communication (and the art of listening) and continuity. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/agriculture-and-rural-development_en
https://rural-interfaces.eu/
https://iclei-europe.org/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/culture2030indicators/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/culture2030indicators/
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Participants of the panel άwǳǊŀƭ Development and regeneration within European Union !ƎŜƴŘŀέ 
 
 

Round table on Rural Regeneration: Information Session to UNESCO Member States 

The afternoon of the 10 June was dedicated to a round table on rural regeneration aimed at UNESCO Member 

{ǘŀǘŜǎΦ aƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ¦b9{/hΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǊǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ DŜƻǇŀǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀrks were given 

the Director of the Division of Water Sciences, Secretary, Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP), 

UNESCO, who addressed the urban-rural divide, the great challenges posed by population imbalance and how 

UNESCO sites are leading in demonstrating that it is possible for rural areas to overcome adversities. 

 

Participants of Round table on Rural Regeneration. Information Session to UNESCO Member States. 
 

 
Other participants were the Director of the Ecological and Earth Sciences Division, UNESCO, who gave an overview 

of the important role the Man and the Biosphere programme is playing in protecting ecosystems and enhancing 

the relationship between people and their environments; the Deputy Director of the UNESCO World Heritage 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/
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Centre (WHC) who presented how the WHC seeks to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of 

cultural and natural ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΤ ŀ ¦b9{/hΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƻƴ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ 

Knowledge Section, that demonstrated how the UNESCO's Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems programme 

(LINKS) promotes local and indigenous knowledge and its inclusion in global climate science and policy processes; 

the Director of the Water Sciences Division, UNESCO, who focused on the importance of water resources for rural 

communities around the world; a representative of the DG AGRI European Commission and RURITAGE Project 

Coordinator. 

These sessions were streamed and can be viewed on the RURITAGE YouTube channel. A full agenda of the two 

days can be found in the Annex of this report. 

All presentations given at the conference can be found here: 

¶ Part 1 

¶ Part 2 

¶ Part 3 
 
 

Additional wŜǇƭƛŎŀǘƻǊǎΩ Presence 

In February 2019, RURITAGE launched an open call for additional territories to join our community and develop 

their own heritage-led strategies within the ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ framework. The project received 87 applications from which 

17 areas were selected as Additional Replicators and 38 areas were chosen to be Digital Replicators. Nine 

Additional Replicators made it through the entire process of RURITAGE methodology and created their Action 

plans. These !wΩǎ were invited to join the RURITAGE Final conference in Paris to present their outcomes 

throughout the project in a poster session. Posters can be found in the Annex of this report. 

 
 

4. Communication & Dissemination 

 
¢ƘŜ Cƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ wǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
agenda - wǳǊŀƭ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέΦ ¢ƘŜ campaign had the objective of promoting the project, its results 
and awareness on the activities being conducted under the theme of rural regeneration: 

 

¶ UNESCO Website 

¶ Eventbrite where the online portion of the event had 55 registrations. 

¶ Social Media 

o Facebook 

o Twitter 

o Instagram 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/
https://en.unesco.org/links
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNa9fngRowA
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/all_presentations_part_1_compressed.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/all_presentations_part_2_compressed.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/all_presentations_part_3.pdf
https://events.unesco.org/event?id=3551957176&lang=1033
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sustainable-rural-development-in-the-european-agenda-tickets-352883041677
https://www.facebook.com/ruritage/posts/pfbid02H2aWEshDPnY6ficvH3y4Wig8H39M1PAGg3WPbje5x6DyomKeapgN2b7v6NSauZAfl
https://twitter.com/ruritage/status/1534564659310862338
https://www.instagram.com/p/CeO1FdDKvT8/
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During the conference dozens of posts were published on social media: 
 

Twitter: 5730 impressions during the conference; 7.55% engagement rate. 
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Facebook: the campaign reached 2,480 people; generating 430 profile visits 
 

 
Instagram: 54 stories, yielding 4710 impressions and 168 profile visits. 

 

 
Post conference, the results were published online on ¦b9{/hΩǎ ŀƴŘ w¦wL¢!D9Ωǎ website and social media. 

¶ Article at ¦b9{/hΩǎ website here. 

¶ Article at RURITAGE website here and here. 

¶ Social Media posts: 

o Facebook 

o Twitter  

o Instagram 

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/supporting-sustainable-rural-regeneration
https://www.ruritage.eu/news-events/news/ruritage-final-conference-8-to-10-june-2022-at-unesco/
https://www.ruritage.eu/news-events/news/around-the-world-in-21-pitches-ruritages-impact-on-its-role-models-and-replicators/
https://www.facebook.com/ruritage/posts/pfbid02m8sEkJNr6ZvoPYue4troEm2BAnxuHVTqnfCHj44fXr8tMegdXiRkKJ7gnzJ4pufhl
https://twitter.com/ruritage/status/1543916531087597568
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The conference streaming recordings can be watched on YouTube. 
 
 
 

5. Conference Outcomes 

The conference was a dynamic mix of formats, allowing for exchange between Rs, RMs, and Additional Replicators 

in a variety of contexts, ranging from poster sessions to digital decision-making simulations and rapid-fire 

presentations of local actions for rural regeneration. It also centred project values of cultural heritage through the 

presence of visual arts, poetry, and music, which complemented the other informational sessions. As a result of 

this mix, the Conference generated many moments of mutual learning for rural communities, evidence of which 

can be found in video recordings of sessions available online, posters, news articles on the RURITAGE website, as 

well as social media campaigns highlighting the experiences of project partners at the local level. In all, the event 

was a rich source of insight as to the best approaches at the local scale, putting RURITAGE learnings to work while 

supporting the broader call for government-led policy interventions to protect rural areas. 

During these two days, in the speeches and interventions of the various participants, a common idea can be 

highlighted: heritage in all its forms, enables social cohesion and well-being, fosters socio-economic development, 

and has the potential to enhance the long-term benefits of economic activities and change the face of rural regions 

across the world. The conference also demonstrated that, although we do not currently hold a magical solution 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ άƻƴŜ-size-fits-ŀƭƭέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ 

there is one thing experts agree on: the action of the market is not enough, and government-led policy 

interventions are needed to mitigate the decline of rural areas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NiLa0hGpY8&list=PLskVJylHcyAHWLKkw3FJpOXULCJKshQZq
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ABOUT RURITAGE PROJECT https:// www.ruritage.eu/  

 
RURITAGE project created a new paradigm for the regeneration of the rural areas by using their unique 

Cultural and Natural Heritage (CNH) as a driver to boost  sustainable development and increase 

competitiveness.  

 
To achieve this, RURITAGE created a unique methodology that involves 13 Role Models and 6 

Replicators which work on six Systemic Innovation Areas - Pilgrimage, Resilience, Sustainable Local 

Food Production, Integrated Landscape Management, Migration, and Art & Festivals. Within these, they 

work together building and sharing knowledge as way of boosting rural communities economic and  

social  development. 

 

RURITAGE Partners  and Additional Replicators 

 
Austria: Styrian Eisenwurzen UNESCO Global Geopark 

Austria/Slovenia : Karawanken-Karavanke UNESCO Global Geopark 

Colombia : Colombian Federation of Municipalities  

Finland : Savonia University of Applied Sciences; University of Vaasa, Pargas 

France : UNESCO and ACIR Compostelle 

Germany : ICLEI European Secretariat GMBH and Bergstrasse-Odenwald UNESCO Global Geopark 

Greece : Natural History Museum of the Lesvos Petrified Forest and University of Crete; Ecomuseum 

Zagori 

Hungary : Visegrád City Municipality  

Iceland : Katla UNESCO Global Geopark 

Ireland : WestBIC - Business and Innovation Centre 

Italy : Alma Mater Studiorum Ƨ Universita di Bologna, Turin Polytechnic University, Agency for the Promotion of 

European Research , Borghi Italia tour network, Project for the Integration and Welcoming of Immigrants,  

Regional agri-food district,  Municipality  of Appignano del Tronto; Borgofuturo 

Norway : Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Magma UNESCO Global Geopark 

Netherlands : ALMENDE 

Philippines : Wood Identification  of Ifugao Traditional Houses 

Poland : Centre for Systems Solutions 

Romania : Harghita County Council and Pro Educatione 

Slovenia : Zavod za kulturo, turizem in promocijo  Gornja Radgona and Kulturno Izobrazevalno Drustvo 

Spain : Consulta Europa, Tecnalia Foundation, Cartif Foundation, Santa Maria la Real Historical  Heritage 

Foundation, Innovative Business Grouping for Efficient  Construction, Marinas Corunesas Biosphere 

Reserve 

Turkey : Izmir metropolitan  municipality  and Izmir Institute  of Technology, Demir Enerji, Nilüfer 

Municipality 

United  Kingdom : University of Plymouth and TakeArt 

Ukraine : Polevaya Village 

http://www.ruritage.eu/
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DAY 1 - GENERAL  ASSEMBLY   

 

Details  
 

 Thursday 09 June 2022 

  09:15 - 17:00 

UNESCO, Room IV (entrance from 125 

Avenue de Suffren) 

 
 
 

Objective  

Presentation of final  major outcomes  among RURITAGE community  
 

Agenda  

09:15 - 09:30 - Welcome and institutional greetings  

Kristof  Vandenberghe, Chief of Section for Earth Sciences and Geoparks, UNESCO 

Irina Pavlova, Project Officer, UNESCO 

 
09:30 - 10:00 - Overall  project results  

Simona Tondelli, Vice-rector of the University of Bologna, RURITAGE Coordinator 

 
10:00 - 10:40 - How RURITAGE changed  the rural  areas for  Role Models  and 
Replicators  

Presentations by Role Models and Replicators 

 
10:40 - 11:10 - Coffee  Break  

 
11:10 - 11:50 - How RURITAGE changed  the rural  areas for  Role Models  and 
Replicators  

Presentations by Role Models and Replicators 

 
11:50 - 12:10 - Impact  assessment  

Francisco Barrientos, Researcher, CARTIF 

 
12:10 - 12:25 - RURITAGE Resource  Ecosystem:  engaging  local  stakeholders  in  

digital  heritage -led rural  regeneration  
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Rosa Tamborrino, Full Professor, Polytechnic University of Torino 



RURITAGE FINAL CONFERENCE, 9-10 JUNE 2022 

4 

 

 

 

12:25 - 12:45 - RURITAGE long term exploitation strategy 

Eunan Cunningham, Regional Manager, WestBic 

 
12:45 - 14:00 - Lunch  

 
14:00 - 17:00 - Future Scenario Workshop: Rural futures beyond 

RURITAGE Moderators  

Piotr Magnuszewski. Scientific  Director, CRS 

Noam Obermeister, Science-Policy Expert & Facilitator, CRS 

Group  Facilitators  

Claudia de Luca, Junior Assistant  professor, University of Bologna 

Hanna Elisabet Åberg, Doctoral Student, University of Bologna Sophia 

Silverton, Junior  Officer, ICLEI Europe 

Katherine A. Peinhardt, Communication  and Member Relations Officer, ICLEI Europe 
 

 

This interactive workshop aims at better understanding the possibilities for EU rural areas to cope with changing  

conditions. Working in parallel groups, participants will explore the future consequences of several scenarios.  

Based on their own choices, each group will develop viable propositions for policy options to build long -term 

resilience of rural areas based on the simulated challenges. 

 
Reception  Cocktail  

 

    Thursday 09 June 2022 

    17:30 - 20:00 

UNESCO, 7th floor  Restaurant 
 

Speakers  

Noëline  Raondry  Rakotoarisoa  

Director of the Ecological and Earth Sciences 

Division, UNESCO 

 
Mauricio  Vargas  Linares  

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 

France 

Permanent Delegate of Colombia to UNESCO 

 
Simona  Tondelli  

Vice-rector of University of Bologna, RURITAGE 

Coordinator 

Performances  

Notes  on Ruritage  

Music performance by Mr Mark Heylar 

 
Rural  regeneration  poetry  by Ms Liv Torc 

 
Reception  Cocktail  with  Duo in  Uno 
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DAY 2 ( AM)  - EU RURAL  REGENERATION  

WORKSHOP  

 

Details  
 

 Friday 10 June 2022 

  10:00 - 14:30 

UNESCO, Room IV (entrance from 125 

Avenue de Suffren) 

 
 
 

Objective  

Present results of heritage-led regeneration strategies to EU regional and national stakeholders, in 

particular  from  countries where actions  were implemented.  

Exchange view on potential  uptake of Ruritage innovative solutions  in other EU territories  
 

Agenda  

10:00 - 11:30 - Rural  territories  in  EU funded  projects:  inspiration  from  Local  

Communities  Moderation : Aitziber Egusquiza Ortega, Senior Researcher at 

TECNALIA Participants  

RURITAGE Local Hubs 

Claudia de Luca, RURITAGE Coordination, UNIBO 

Andrea Gioseffi, AURORAL Chief Editor 

Antonella Fresa, INCULTUM Communication  & Dissemination Manager Igor 

Pucarevic, Be.CULTOUR National Project Coordinator 

Daniel van der Velden, DESIRA PhD researcher 

AURORAL  www.auroral.eu 

AURORAL (Architecture for Unified Regional and Open digital ecosystems for Smart Communities and 

wider Rural Areas Large scale application) focuses on increasing connectivity and delivering a digital 

environment of smart objects interoperable services platforms able to trigger dynamic rural ecosystems of 

innovation chains, applications and services. 

 

INCULTUM https://incultum.eu/  

The project deals with the challenges and opportunities of cultural tourism with the aim of promoting 

sustainable social, cultural and economic development. It explores the full potential of marginal and 

peripheral areas when managed by local communities and stakeholders. Innovative participatory 

approaches are being adopted, transforming locals into protagonists, able to reduce negative impacts, 

http://www.auroral.eu/
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learning from and improving good practices to be replicated and translated into strategies and policies. 
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Be.CULTOUR https://becultour.eu/  

Cf/DVMUPVS! tuboet! gps! ƮCfzpoe! DVMuvsbm! UPVSjtn;! ifsjubhf! joopwbujpo!networks as drivers of 

Europeanisation towards a human-dfousfe!boe!djsdvmbs!upvsjtn!fdpopnzƯ/!Ju!fyqsfttft!uif!hpbm!up!npwf 

beyond tourism through a longer-term human-centred development perspective, enhancing cultural heritage 

and landscape values. 

 
 

DESIRA https://desira2020.eu/  

DESIRA aims to improve the capacity of society to respond to the challenges and opportunities of 

digitalisation  in rural areas. Through a network of 20 Living Labs in the European rural areas, the project will 

assess the past, current and future socio-economic impacts of ICT-related innovation. DESIRA will also 

facilitate a Rural Digitisation Forum to discuss how policies could address the opportunities and 

challenges of digitalisation.  

 

11:30 - 12:00 - Coffee  break  

 
 

12:00 - 13:30 - Rural Development and regeneration within European Union 

Agenda  Moderation : Philippe Pypaert, Programme Specialist, UNESCO 

Participants  

Arianna Pasa, Research Programme Officer, DG AGRI European Commission  

Olivier Chartier, SHERPA Project Coordinator 

Alexandru Matei, Senior Officer, ICLEI Europe 

Matteo  Rosati, Programme Officer, UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture 

in Europe 

 
 

DG AGRI https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/agriculture -and-rural-development_en 

The Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development is responsible for the European Union policy area 

of agriculture and rural development. The work of the DG AGRI is closely linked with the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP). 

 
 

SHERPA Project  https:// www.rural-interfaces.eu/  

Sustainable Hub to Engage into Rural Policies with Actors (SHERPA) is a four-year project (2019-2023) 

funded by the Horizon 2020 programme. It aims to gather knowledge that contributes to the formulation of 

recommendations for future policies relevant to EU rural areas, by creating a science-society-policy 

interface which provides a hub for knowledge and policy. 

http://www.rural-interfaces.eu/
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DAY 2 ( PM)- RURAL  REGENERATION  INFORMATION  

SESSION 
 

 

Details  
 

 Friday 10 June 2022 

  14:30 - 17:00 

UNESCO, Room IV (entrance from 125 Avenue 

de Suffren) 

 
 

Objective  

Round table on Rural Regeneration. Information  Session to UNESCO Member States. 
 

Agenda  

14:30 - 15:40 

Abou  Amani,  Director,  Division  of  Water  Sciences,  Secretary,  Intergovernmental  

Hydrological  Programme  (IHP), UNESCO 

Opening Speech: Sustainable Development in rural and natural UNESCO sites. 
 

Panel  Presentation  

Moderation : Kristof  Vandenberghe, Chief of Section for Earth Sciences and Geoparks, UNESCO 

Speakers : 

Noëline  Raondry  Rakotoarisoa,  Director  of  the Ecological  and Earth  Sciences  
Division  

Natural science programmes & global networks 

Jyoti  Hosagrahar,  Deputy  Director  of  the UNESCO World  Heritage  Centre  

Conservation of Cultural & Natural World Heritage 

Khalissa  Ikhlef,  Programme  Specialist,  Indigenous  and Local  Knowledge  Section,  
UNESCO 

Sustainable development through Local and Indigenous Knowledge Abou  

Amani,  Director  of  the Water  Sciences  Division,  UNESCO 

Ecohydrology & sustainable water management 

Arianna  Pasa, Research  Programme  Officer,  DG AGRI European  Commission  

European rural development agenda 

Simona  Tondelli,  Vice Rector  of  the University  of  Bologna,  RURITAGE Project  
Coordinator  

Rural regeneration through systemic heritage-led strategies 
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15:40 ï 16:00 - Q & A and closing 

remarks  16:00 - 17:00 - Reception  
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Social  Simulation  at Futuíe  Scenaíio  Woíkshop  

duíing  RURITAGE Confeíence  at UNESCO HQ in  Paíis  in  June  2022 
 

Social simulation 
Social simulations (a type of seiious game) biing togethei 

paiticipants with diveise backgiounds and values to inteiact 

in   a   shaied,   safe   enviionment.   In   this   simulated   ieality, 

paiticipants   take   on   speciýc   ioles,   iepiesenting   di eient 

sectois:   e.g.   ieseaich,   administiation,   business,   and   NGOs. 

They have an oppoitunity to expeiience new points of view and 

concepts.  Togethei,  they  cieatively  expeiiment, tinkei, and test 

new ideas, then instantly leain about the outcomes of theii 

decisions. 

Social simulations 

duiing pandemic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main expected 

outcomes of the 

Futuie Scenaiio 

Woikshop duiing 

the confeience 

Staiting fiom 2020, it became appaient that, though the boaid 

game foimat is veiy engaging, the global situation makes the 

simulation unusable in ceitain situations. To inciease the 

accessibility of the tool and facilitate high engagement in 

online settings, we piopose to cieate and delivei an online 

multiplayei social simulation. The inteiactive foimula of the 

simulation will allow foi demonstiation gameplay in a shoitei 

time and in a safe way foi useis. 

The simulation will be designed to woik in an online setting, in 

tandem with Zoom, and in the face-to-face setting with mobile 

devices. 

- Getting    paiticipants    to    connect    with    each    othei, 

icebieaking and launching the discussion among 

paitneis and guests. 

- Suppoit   the   oveiall   objective   of   the   futuie   scenaiio 

woikshop conducted by the UNIBO team i.e. to bettei 

undeistand the possibilities foi iuial aieas in Euiope 

while   coping   with   changing   pieconditions.   The   futuie 

scenaiio woikshop will contiibute to the sustainability of 

the RURITAGE pioject beyond the pioject lifetime, 

gatheiing knowledge and competence gained thiough 

the yeais as well as stiengthening the links with the 

Euiopean Commissionôs Long Vision foi Ruial Aieas. 

- Exploie the futuie consequences of seveial scenaiios 

(developed by the pioject team) acioss the RURITAGE 

cioss-cutting themes. 

- Develop viable piopositions foi policy options to build 

long-teim iesilience of iuial aieas based on the 

simulated challenges. 

mailto:office@systemssolutions.org
https://systemssolutions.org/
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10 May 2022 

TIMELINE 

- Diaft scenaiios, pieliminaiy policies, and aiguments (UNIBO) deliveied to CRS 

 

 
30 May 2022 

- Concept, simulation development, and piogiamming (CRS) 

- Testing, implementation of changes/impiovements necessaiy accoiding to the 

feedback fiom the testing (UNIBO, CRS) 

 

 
3 June  2022 

- Online tiaining foi modeiatois 

 

 
9,10 June  2022 

- Futuie Scenaiio Woikshop with Social simulation session duiing RURITAGE Final 

Confeience: 

Date: Thuisday 9th June 2022 

09.30 - 12.30 Piesentations of majoi pioject iesults 

12.30 - 14.00 Lunch bags 

14.00 - 17.00 Futuíe Scenaíio Woíkshop: Ruíal futuíes beyond RURITAGE: 

14:00 Welcome back and intio (Iiina and Hanna) 

14:10 Piesentation by Pioti 

14:20 Paii foiming, logging into app and badge collecting (plenaiy ioom) 

14:30 Move to woiking gioups 

14:35 Welcome in woiking gioups & video 

14:45 Beginning of biainstoiming/negotiations 

15:30 Mid-sim video 

15:55 5 minutes left announcement 

16:00 Retuin to plenaiy ioom (Modeiatoisô job done!) 

16:05   Plenaiy ieview of submitted policies (full gioup) 
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https://systemssolutions.org/


Jaracza 80b/10, 50-305 Wrocğaw 

e-mail: office@systemssolutions.org 

https://systemssolutions.org/ 

Centie foi Systems Solutions. Wioclaw, Poland 17.06.2022 

4 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

of  the  Social  simulation  session  
 

Duiation up to 2 houis 

Language English 

Taiget gioup 
Paiticipants of the RURITAGE Final Confeience, RURITAGE 

Consoitium, Additional Replicatois, Boaid of Regions and 

(beyond the pioject) stakeholdeis fiom iuial aieas andcivil 

society. 

No. of paiticipants Logged  paíticipants  (the numbei of useis who logged in at 

least once): 62 

Active  paítici pants  (numbei  of  useis  who  voted/suppoited oi 

cieated a policy): 37 

No. of modeiatois 2 modeíatoís fíom the Centíe of Systems Solutions: 

Pioti MAGNUSZEWSKI 

Noam OBERMEISTER 

Volunteeí modeíatoís: 

Hanna Elisabet Åbeig, UNIBO 

Claudia de Luca, UNIBO 

Katheiine Peinhaidt, ICLEI 

Sophia Silveiton, ICLEI 

Type Online multiplayei Social simulation foi iemote and face-to-face 

woikshops 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

of  the  Social  simulation  session  

mailto:office@systemssolutions.org
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ǒ RURITAGE SCENARIOS: link to the videos 

 
 

ǒ RURITAGE SCENARIOS: video scíipts 

1) Video Content: A connected countíyside (#1) 

Location: Pohoíje, Slovenia 

Date: 2030 

 

# Actoi Chaiactei Text 

010 Livia Avatai: Asian-Ameiican, female, 

eaily-mid 40s 

 
Desciiption: Jessica Lin, 

jouinalist, Ruial Euiope TV 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Jouinalist 

type voice. Slow cadence and 

cleai aiticulation. Solemn tone 

with second paiagiaph and 

then pick up enthusiasm when 

talking about the changes to 

the iegion (thiid paiagiaph). 

Pacing is  impoitant heie. 

Today we take you to Pohoije, in 

Slovenia. 

Neai the Austiian boidei, its 

beautiful hills continue to attiact 

seasonal touiists. 

 
Foi yeais, the iegionôs pooi digital 

and physical connectivity caused the 

depaituie of many iesidents. 

 
Moie iecently - and thanks in laige 

pait to EU funds - enteipiising locals 

have speaiheaded appioaches to 

bieathe new life into the iegion. 

 
We spoke to iesidents to leain moie 

about Pohoijeôs digital 

tiansfoimation. 

020 Daija Avatai: White, Slovenian, 

female, late 30s/eaily 40s 

 
Desciiption: Ana Hoivant, 

softwaie engineei 

 
Motivation: Wants to spiead 

the woid that digital 

developments aie welcome in 

Pohoije, but that you still need 

to invest in good old biick and 

moitai. People need moie than 

just digital connectivity. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Deteimined, biight, caiing and 

kind foi hei neighbouis. Show 

of empathy in the voice. Keep it 

mostly calm. Some tone of 

absuidity in the last two 

sentences. 

In seaich of a quietei life, I moved to 

Pohoije just befoie the pandemic. I 

was woiking iemotely then, and the 

inteinet connection was just about 

good enough. 

 
My eldeily neighbouis weie sceptical 

of all this digital development. But 

duiing Covid they felt much safei 

having doctoi appointments online 

and weie ielieved that theii 

giandchildien could continue theii 

education thanks to online lessons. 

 
Suie, most of us welcome the 

impiovement of the digital 

infiastiuctuie. But we still donôt have 

public tianspoit to Maiiboi, the 

biggest city in the iegion! 

 
Theie is still a lot to do... 

mailto:office@systemssolutions.org
https://systemssolutions.org/
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030 Jakob 

(Noamôs 

fiiend) 

Avatai: White, male, Austiian, 

eaily 30s 

 
Desciiption: Petei Salzmann, 

Austiian mobile app developei 

 
Motivation: Wants to piomote 

his vision foi the futuie of 

Pohoije (and iemote woik), as 

well as his own business. He 

hopes his stoiy will inspiie 

otheis to follow suit. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Bold, 

self-assuied, conýdent, 

optimistic. Most impoitantly 

humoious. Needs to be light in 

tone but also cleaily diiven. 

We used to come heie with my 

paients. I loved it, paitly because of 

how iemote it felt. I guess thatôs what 

city folk ciave, iight? 

 
I believe iemote woik is the futuie. So 

when I iead about investments in the 

iegion, I decided to move heie and 

open Pohoijeôs ýist cowoiking space. 

A couple moie have appeaied since 

then. 

 
Iôve been telling my colleagues that 

theieôs a sense of family and 

tianquillity heie that you donôt get 

anywheie else. 

 
Although, I havenôt convinced any of 

them to move heie yet! 

040 Katja Avatai: Slovenian, white, female, 

eaily 60s 

 
Desciiption: Maiija Novak, 

Pohoije histoiians association 

 
Motivation: Wants to iaise 

awaieness of the possible 

eiosion of local tiaditions and 

piactices, both with the futuie 

geneiationsô disiegaid and the 

disiegaid and piefeiences of 

the foieign newcomeis. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Conceined, stiong, wise - 

hesitant about the futuie, but 

tiying to do the iight thing. 

Cleaily iesouiceful and 

adaptive, but also nostalgic. 

I come fiom a family of faimeis. 

Theie aie fewei jobs in agiicultuie 

now and faiming is becoming 

digitised. 

 
Oui association piomotes oui 

iegionôs tiaditions, so that they donôt 

get lost with futuie geneiations. 

 
Kids donôt know wheie theii food 

comes fiom. With suppoit fiom the 

goveinment, we developed some 

videos and an app. Itôs like Pokemon 

Go, but foi tiaditional faiming. That 

got some of them inteiested. 

 
We aie giateful foi the investment, 

but it will take moie than looking at a 

phoneôs scieen to keep oui tiaditions 

alive. 

 
I woiiy that oui way of life will 

disappeai. 
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2) Video Content: High inþux of climate migíants into íuíal aíeas (#2) 

Location: Vaíana and Modenese Appenine, Italy 

Date: 2030 

 

# Actoi Chaiactei Text 

010 Livia Avatai: Asian ameiican, 

female, 

mid-30s/eaily 40s 

 
Desciiption: Jessica Lin, 

jouinalist, Ruial Euiope TV 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Jouinalist type voice. Lots of 

enthusiasm at ýist but a moie 

solemn tone ieading the thiid 

paiagiaph. Slow cadence and 

cleai aiticulation. Pacing is 

impoitant heie. 

Today we take you to 

Emilia-Romagna in Italy. Situated at 

the base of the Apennine mountains, 

Vaiana is a small village close to 

Sassuolo, an industiial town known 

foi pioducing a staggeiing 80% of all 

Italian ceiamic tiles! 

 
Between the 60s and 80s, Sassuoloôs 

population doubled, whilst Vaianaôs 

vanished. 

 
Recently, theie has been a high inþux 

of migiants and iefugees in the 

iegion - biinging new hope as well as 

di culties to Vaiana and its 

iesidents. 

 
We spoke to them to leain moie. 

020 Simona Avatai: Mediteiianean looking 

(tanned skin tone), female, late 

60s/eaily 70s 

 
Desciiption: Caila Doglioni, 

ietiied, foimeily ceiamic 

designei 

 
Motivation: She is angiy  

about people that complain 

about migiantsô aiiival, 

especially wai iefugees. Hei 

husband has a small business 

in the agiicultuial sectoi 

located in the neaiby iuial 

aiea and he needs new 

woikeis, so she sees that 

migiants aie also needed. She 

wants to countei the naiiative 

that theie aienôt enough jobs. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Optimistic and empathic. 

Angei diiected at fellow 

Italians/iesidents of Sassuolo 

and towaids the goveinment. 

I came looking foi woik in the 70s, 

and I was the intiudei back then. 

But I was nevei tieated as badly as 

my neighbouis, an Afghan family. 

Disgiaceful! 

 
They told me about theii nightmaie 

þeeing theii countiy and getting all 

the papeiwoik soited. 

They own a small food shop in 

Sassuolo now. Delightful people. 

 
We took two Syiian iefugees as 

inteins thiough one of these 

municipal integiation piogiammes. 

And then we employed them. 

 
We no longei could do it without 

them. 

030 Othei 

peisonôs 

Avatai: Afghan, male, late 

40s/eaily 50s 

When we aiiived in 2022, it was 

di cult but theie was some suppoit. 
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biothei  

Desciiption: Sahid Rahmani, 

shop ownei, foimeily Afghan 

iefugee 

https://diive.google.com/ýle/d 

/1Eq_PwijJsDYwyqII5RtYLe462 

AObQX6F/view?usp=shaiing 

Motivation: He wants to tell 

his stoiy. He wants to iaise 

awaieness on the issues with 

public tianspoitation and 

public seivices in geneial. 

 
 

Instiuctions foi actoi: Tiied, 

woiiied and fiustiated (but 

moie stupeýed and defeated 

than angiy) because of theii 

situation. Slightly pleading 

voice. 

We got social housing foi a few yeais 

and I staited my own business in 

Sassuolo, but then we had to move to 

Vaiana. 

 
I have no caié 

I have to iide with a neighboui oi 

take 3 buses to get to the shop eveiy 

day! 

And my wife feels stuck heieé 

 
She sometimes volunteeis at the new 

local iefugee centies and all she 

heais is stoiies about dioughts and 

stoims. 

 
They aie ielocating them to 

abandoned buildings in the 

countiyside. 

Which is stupid, because most of the 

jobs aie in town. 

 
The goveinment needs to do 

something. 

040 Giulia Avatai: Female, white, late 40s 

 
Desciiption: Anna Cavalieii, 

mayoi of Vaiana 

 
Motivation: She wants to use 

this oppoitunity to show that 

integiation is a pioblem of 

iesouices and that you can 

be optimistic about 

ieconciling the needs of 

long-time iuial iesidents and 

new aiiivals. She wants to 

ieinvigoiate Vaiana and the 

iegion. She is also hoping that 

this documentaiy will ieach 

an inþuential audience and 

something (/funding) might 

come of it. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Stiessed, tiied, but oveiall 

pioud & somewhat optimistic 

about the futuie. Tiying to sell 

it to the jouinalist and to 

heiself. 

We weie giateful foi the piivate 

investment enabling us to quickly 

build two iefugee centies. 

 
And we continue to apply foi 

emeigency funds to do moie foi the 

many migiants and iefugees. 

 
Theie is an oppoitunity to cieate 

jobs heie, if the state suppoits us. 

 
Nowôs oui chance to ieinvigoiate 

Vaiana and sevei oui histoiical 

dependence on the ceiamic industiy, 

but weôll need signiýcant investment 

in public infiastiuctuie and seivices. 

 
At the moment we aie oveiwhelmed 

and we feel abandoned. But I will 

keep ýghting. 
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3) Video Content: Unjust Gíeen Tíansition (#3) 

Location: Ruíal Noímandie, Fíance 

Date: 2030 

 

# Actoi Chaiactei Text 

010 Livia Avatai: Asian ameiican, female, 

eaily-mid 40s 

 
Desciiption: Jessica Lin, 

jouinalist, Ruial Euiope TV 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Jouinalist type voice. Slow 

cadence and cleai 

aiticulation. Pacing is 

impoitant heie. 

Noimandie, Fiance, is known foi its 

pictuiesque Seine iivei, iich 

faimland, and food pioduction. 

 
But now wheat ýelds and apple 

oichaids aie making way foi wind 

tuibines and eneigy geneiation. 

 
About a decade ago, only 11% of 

Fiench eneigy pioduction came fiom 

ienewable souices. In 2022, the 

Euiopean Commission committed to 

expanding ienewable eneigy usage 

to ýve times that. 

 
Fiance has been catching up, with 

wind faims incieasing acioss iemote 

paits of Noimandie. 

 
But local iesidents have mixed 

opinions about this tiansitioné and 

weôie heie to leain moie. 

020 Valentine Avatai: Female, white, late 

30s/eaily 40s 

 
Desciiption: Maigaux Duiand, 

Noimandie Regional Council 

 
Motivation: Wants to 

demonstiate that the local 

buieauciats/politicians aie 

tiying to do the iight thing, but 

theie aie signiýcant 

challenges. Wants to iaise 

awaieness on the pioblem of 

disinfoimation. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Voice 

needs to be a bit iigid/paity 

line. Deteimined and honest. 

Keeps it togethei, although a 

peiceptible sense of 

exaspeiation when she 

mentions the disinfoimation 

bit. 

Oui Council oveisees economic 

development in the iegion, so of 

couise we want to see the Noimands 

beneýt fiom investments in 

ienewable eneigy. 

 
Unfoitunately, we aie seeing giowing 

iesistance on the giound - with 

incieasingly fiequent piotests. 

 
They say that the wind tuibines aie 

too noisy, ugly, and aie bad foi 

wildlife. Theieôs a lot of 

disinfoimationé 

 
We need to engage citizens, so that 

they feel owneiship ovei theii eneigy 

futuie. Cieate what we call eneigy 

communities. 

 
But we need moie funding and 

expeitise to do thaté 
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030 Hanna Avatai: female, white, Swedish, 

mid-30s 

 
Desciiption: Toia Edlund, 

ELENCA 

 
Motivation: Gieen washing 

theii company. Wants to o  ei 

a countei-naiiative to the one 

dominant in the news. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Foimal 

and decided. Needs to come 

acioss as enthusiastic but in a 

slightly fake PR sense of the 

way. The text is cleaily 

peifoimed but must not feel 

like it is iead pei se. Moie like it 

was leained by heait. 

At ELENCA, we aie pioud to be pait 

of the solution by supplying the 

woild with clean eneigy. 

 
The EUôs ambitious goals have 

acceleiated the giowth of the solai, 

wind, and biofuel maikets. 

 
And in laige pait thanks to the 

incentives intioduced by the Fiench 

goveinment in 2025, we have 

tiansfoimed close to 300,000 hectaies 

of caibon-intensive faimland into 

wind faims and bioeneigy ciops in 

Noimandie alone! 

 
We aie committed to incieasing that 

numbei. I assuie you that we aie 

geneious in oui compensations to 

faimeis and local communities 

beneýt fiom oui investments. 

040 Noam Avatai: male, 50+ 

 
Desciiption: Géiaid Maitin, 

faimei 

 
Motivation: Wants to shaie his 

indignation with the widei 

woild. He is one of the iegulai 

piotestois, locally. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: woiiied, 

scaied, and angiy. 

Foithcoming. 

My family has been cattle faiming foi 

geneiations. 

 
Thiee yeais ago, I leased a few 

hectaies of land to ELENCA. I get a 

small yeaily fee, but itôs not enough 

foi a main income, and nothing 

compaied to the pioýts of big 

business. We signed a 35-yeai lease! 

 
Now, eveiy time I look aiound me, I 

see endless ugly and noisy windmills. 

And most of my neighbouis donôt 

ieceive any money. 

 
You tell me, how does all of this help 

oui community? Oui local economy? 

This land used to be peaceful, calm. 

Now it fiankly looks like a sci-ý movie. 

 
And whatôs moie, Iôm heaiing they 

can be bad foi oui health. You call 

that piogiess?! 
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4) Video Content: An exclusive countíyside (#4) 

Location: Gotland, Sweden 

Date: 2030 

 

# Actoi Chaiactei Text 

010 Livia Avatai: Asian ameiican, 

female, 

mid-30s/eaily 40s 

 
Desciiption: Jessica Lin, 

jouinalist, Ruial Euiope TV 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Jouinalist type voice. Lots of 

enthusiasm at ýist but a moie 

solemn tone fiom the second 

paiagiaph. Slow cadence and 

cleai aiticulation. Pacing is 

impoitant heie. 

Today we take you to the Baltic Sea, 

to Swedenôs laigest island: Gotland. 

With its pictuiesque coastlines and 

sunny weathei, Gotland has 

histoiically been a destination of 

choice foi domestic and 

inteinational touiism. 

 
The island now faces a numbei of 

challenges due to its iemoteness, 

lack of public seivices, and job 

oppoitunities. 

 
We talked to a few of the islandôs 

iesidents to leain moie about theii 

home. 

020 Hanna Avatai: Swedish, white, female, 

70+ yeais old 

 
Desciiption: Biita Rajala, aitist 

 
Motivation: Biita moved to 

Gotland to live a calmei life 

wheie she could giow hei 

vegetables and could have 

space foi hei ateliei. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Happy, 

calméshe likes that moie 

people aie appieciating the 

aiea. Slight tone of 

woiiy/concein aftei the 

pandemic bit (3id paiagiaph). 

When I ýist moved heie in 86, it was 

mostly faimeis and ýsheimen, and 

aitists - like myself - that weie 

inspiied by 

the islandôs beauty, and it was ieally 

a oidable back then! 

 
Theie was a ieal sense of community 

and oui kids loved it. And it is a gieat 

place to iaise childien. 

 
Duiing the COVID pandemic, things 

happened. 

Moie people aie coming now and the 

house piices aie ieally skyiocketing. 

 
Most of the new aiiivals seem to be 

ietiiedé and pietty wealthy. 

Suie, they buy my paintings - which is 

good - but Gotland is becoming too 

expensive foi young couplesé 

030 Fiiend of 

Hanna 

Avatai: Swedish, white, male, 

50+ yeais old 

When I took ovei the faim fiom my 

fathei in 97, I sold a piece of land to 
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Desciiption: Göian Nilsson, 

faimei 

 
Motivation: Wants the woild to 

know that his family has lived 

in the aiea foi geneiations 

and now they cannot a oid 

staying in the aiea 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: Not all 

the way negative. He doesnôt 

dislike the newly aiiived 

people, he is happy that so 

many people appieciate the 

aiea. He likes that e.g., new 

food places opening. But he is 

unhappy about the soaiing 

cost of living. Saddei tone 

towaids the end (about his 

son). 

some iich city people who wanted to 

build a holiday home. 

 
Fiiends of mine weie doing it too. It 

was a quick way of making cash, but I 

wouldnôt do it again. 

 
I donôt blame people who aie still 

doing it; eveiything has become so 

expensive. 

 
We used to have 2 doctois in the 

village. Now weôve got to diive 45 

minutes foi a doc appointment! 

Itôs all shops and fancy cafes now. 

 
My son has kids, so they had to move 

to the city 2 yeais ago. He diives up 

heie to help me with milking the cows 

eveiy day. 

040 Simona Avatai: Mediteiianean looking, 

female, late 30s/eaily 40s 

 
Desciiption: Simona Rossi, 

piopeity developei 

 
Motivation: PR stunt to show 

that investment can be 

beneýcial to histoiical local 

iesidents. 

 
Instiuctions foi actoi: This 

peison is a saleswoman and a 

smooth talkei. Optimistic tone. 

Just ten yeais ago, weôd still be 

talking about people moving to 

cities, iight?! 

 
But then COVID-19 was a game 

changei. Now youôve got loads of 

people who want to move to the 

countiyside, especially duiing 

summei. 

 
We undeistand that. And thatôs why 

we stiive to invest in sustainable 

buildings and housing. 

 
Weôie always given such bad piessé 

 
But take local amenities, foi example. 

The city folk want to be able to go 

out foi a meal oi a movie. So, we 

make that happen. 

And I can guaiantee you that 

eveiyone beneýts fiom those 

developments! 

 

5) Video Content: All of the Woíking Gíoups 

Date: 09 June 2030 

 

# Actoi Chaiactei Text 
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010 Natalia No avatai 

Euiope TV 

Instiuctions foi actoi: 

Jouinalist type voice. Slow 

cadence and cleai aiticulation. 

Pacing is impoitant heie. 

In a piess confeience eailiei today - 

and as a last item foi theii EU 

Piesidency - the Piime Ministei of 

Slovakia has announced a high-level 

meeting to discuss ambitious 

objectives foi the piotection of 

natuial aieas and cultuial heiitage 

sites acioss Euiope. 

 
The numbeis that aie being þoated 

aie as high as 50% of iuial aieas 

and 36% of uiban aieas by 2040. 

 
This announcement comes in 

iesponse to the iumouis that 

cultuial and natuial heiitage have 

been omitted again fiom the diafts 

of the new Sustainable Development 

Goals, cuiiently undei discussion in 

New Yoik. 

 
If EU leadeis manage to agiee on 

such levels of ambition, this could 

maik the beginning of a sea change 

in the management of iuial and 

uiban aieas in Euiope, and possibly 

woildwide. 

 
 

ǒ RURITAGE SCENARIOS: lobbying emails 

1. Woíking  Gíoup  I: Digitalization  

Sendei Lobbying email 

The Euiopean 

Technology and 

Justice Institute 

Subject: Digital access is a justice issue 

 
It is impeiative that all citizens, fiom seniois to childien, have access 

to fast, ieliable digital infiastiuctuie; without this, we have a widening 

divide between the óhavesô and the óhave notsô and it becomes a justice 

and equality issue. 

 
The alieady-maiginalized su ei most fiom the digital divide; this 

includes the eldeily, disabled, immigiants, the unbanked, the 

unhoused, iuial iesidents, and the jobless. 

 
We believe that an EU-wide, EU-funded policy to ensuie mass access 

and adoption of digital seivices is needed, especially in iemote aieas. 

mailto:office@systemssolutions.org
https://systemssolutions.org/


Jaracza 80b/10, 50-305 Wrocğaw 

e-mail: office@systemssolutions.org 

https://systemssolutions.org/ 

Centie foi Systems Solutions. Wioclaw, Poland 17.06.2022 

20 

 

 

 
Moieovei, any digital seivices and tiaining should be available in the 

local language of the usei. 

 
This takes time, eneigy, and funding. We must woik continuously to 

ensuie that all citizens of Euiope can be empoweied to build a 

biightei futuie foi themselves and theii families. 

The FolkAit Galleiy Keep: What makes Pohoije special? 

 
We aie a small business dedicated to pieseiving and showcasing 

beautiful folk ait and heiitage. But fewei and fewei young people aie 

leaining weaving, ait smitheiy and wood caiving, which we have been 

long-known foi. 

 
While we cannot escape the fastei pace of modeinity, we absolutely 

need to make suie that oui iegional tiaditions, that have been 

nuituied and developed ovei hundieds of yeais, aie not completely 

lost in this technological tiansition! 

 
We despeiately need policies that will cieate ieal-life spaces foi 

cultuial piesentations, tiain young ciaftsmen and women, and even 

leveiage oui local aits and ciafts to be touiist destinations. This way 

we can keep oui spiiit alive. 

 
If we donôt keep these tiaditions and help oui childien be pioud of 

theii ancestois, oui iegion will become dull, soulless, and identical to 

othei places. Technology is gieat, but we donôt want to become like 

eveiywheie else. We aie special. We aie Pohoije. 

Inspiie: Cowoiking 

Space 
Subject: We chose Pohoije, we believe in piogiess 

 
Weôie excited to be Pohoijeôs newest business: we aie pioviding a 

physical space wheie entiepieneuis, iemote woikeis, and fieelanceis 

can biing theii laptops, woik, socialize, and shaie ideas - and a co ee. 

 
Many of oui customeis seek to move away fiom the fast pace of the 

city, wheie it has become noisy, polluted, chaotic, and expensive! Oui 

co-owneis chose to make Pohoije home because the iegion is 

beautiful, close-knit, a oidable, and familial. 

 
Weôie committed to beneýting the local community by pioviding 

woikshops to iesidents on eveiything fiom job seaiching to cieating 

theii own mobile apps. As a social enteipiise, we would be willing to 

suppoit policies to piesent these kinds of woikshops, but we need to 

make suie that the goveinment and local iesidents aie with us as well. 

 
Help us make oui dieam a ieality, 

Inspiie: Cowoiking Space 

Slovenia A oidable Subject: Oui iesidents must beneýt ýist 
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Housing Coalition  
Oui oiganization has been incieasingly conceined by iising home 

piices acioss the nation, but now we aie seeing additional piessuies 

caused by digital nomads settling heie. 

 
We appieciate oui new neighboisô enthusiasm foi oui aiea, howevei 

the tiuth is they aie moie a uent and cieating disbalance in oui 

local economy. Incieased digital infiastiuctuie is gieat - but who is 

this beneýtting? 

 
Fiankly, weôie seeing public funding subsidizing this gentiiýcation 

thiough cieating digital infiastiuctuie, and itôs mostly these well-o 

millennials who aie making the most of it. 

 
Oui local families aie still not fully plugged into this digital woild, and 

aie being left behind. Whatôs woise, is that theyôie being squeezed out 

by these incieasing home piices, and itôs not like these digital nomads 

aie cieating jobs foi iesidents. 

 
We need policies that seive long-time iesidents, and catei to theii 

needs, and not these ñnomadsò who aie taking ovei. 

 
We hope youôll make the iight decision, 

Slovenia A oidable Housing Coalition 

Pohoije Regional 

Development 

Authoiity 

Subject: We need moie iesouices 

 
As the public economic development agency, we aie heie to cieate 

moie housing thatôs a oidable to the aveiage Pohoije iesident and to 

encouiage small business development while balancing inclusive job 

giowth. We know we need a woikfoice that is equipped with skills of the 

futuie. 

 
We aie seeking policies that connect local iesidents to digital seivices 

and tiaining. 

 
We heai theie is discussion of giants that could help us bettei 

manage this tiansition. The pioblem is that so many of these giants 

aie competitive with othei paits of Euiope. We donôt have the capacity 

to wiite these complex applications. 

 
Ceitainly we need policy iecommendations on how to balance the 

needs of local iesidents while attiacting new ones, but we would like 

diiect funding and suppoit foi this. We just canôt manage on oui own 

at the moment. 

 
Youis sinceiely, 

Pohoije Regional Development Authoiity 

Univeisity of 

Maiiboi Computei 

Science 

Depaitment 

Title: Investment in R&D still needed 

 
Alongside local oiganizations, we aie woiking to keep oui local 

knowledge and tiaditional piactices alive. 

 
We do think that this digital tiansfoimation going on in oui iegion is 

mailto:office@systemssolutions.org
https://systemssolutions.org/


Jaracza 80b/10, 50-305 Wrocğaw 

e-mail: office@systemssolutions.org 

https://systemssolutions.org/ 

Centie foi Systems Solutions. Wioclaw, Poland 17.06.2022 

22 

 

 

 

 
bioadly positive and piovides us with new tools to engage both 

youngei geneiations and newcomeis. 

 
We aie involved in a couple of piojects at the moment. One is about 

gamiýcation of aitisanal know-how woiking with white maible and the 

othei is an online toui of vineyaids in the iegion. 

 
But we have veiy limited iesouices in teims of both peisonnel and 

funding. We want to do moie with digital tools to communicate and 

pieseive oui local tiaditions, but we need investment in ieseaich and 

its applications. EU science giants with such aims would help. 

 
We iemain at youi disposal if you iequiie any additional infoimation, 

Univeisity of Maiiboi Computei Science Depaitment 

 

2. Woíking  Gíoup  II: Migíation  
 
 

Sendei Lobbying email 

Vaiana Community 

Association 
Title: Donôt let the buiden fall on us 

 
Itôs not that weôie against the immigiants. As long as people take caie 

of theii piopeities, have jobs, pay taxes, and leain to speak the 

language, theyôie good with us. But weôie woiiied that too many aie 

ielying on public seivices and not getting jobs. We aie all taxpayeis 

heie, and we each need to pull oui own weight. 

 
Maybe if theie weie some kind of policies to connect these people with 

jobs, that would help. But we donôt think we should spend all these 

goveinment funds on this, consideiing how people who have lived 

heie foi geneiations have needed help foi yeais, but the goveinment 

nevei caied until now. 

 
Businesses should step up and help too. 

Modena Buildeis 

Union 
Title: Suppoit foi appienticeships 

 
Itôs been haid to keep oui membeis employed when so many young 

people keep leaving. We think theie is a gieat oppoitunity to help tiain 

aiiiving populations, and we think policies that would suppoit 

appienticeship and tiaining piogiams would have a positive impact 

foi both oui laboi union and immigiants, who could be potential new 

membeis. 

 
The key woid is ñsuppoit.ò We canôt do this on oui own - theieôs 

language baiiieis, the tiansit in the iegion is teiiible and many do not 

have cais. 
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If theie weie some kind of policy to connect us in a holistic way, that 

would be ideal and beneýt eveiyone. We canôt pay foi this on oui own - 

we need policies that fund this kind of tiaining, and piovide tianspoit 

and language skills too 

 
Best iegaids, 

Modena Buildeis Union 

Public O ce of 

Migiation and 

Refugees 

Title: We still need the basics 

 
As a public agency, oui iole is to piotect the health, safety, and 

welfaie of migiants and iefugees in oui iegion. Unfoitunately, 

because many long-standing iesidents have left, oui tax base has 

declined, and we cannot fully caiiy out oui mission without national 

and EU funds. 

 
We aie pleading with the EU to help us with policies that suppoit basic 

integiation, such as food, clothes, housing, language help, and utility 

connections, especially the Inteinet. 

 
We also despeiately need policies to connect oui new neighbois with 

jobs. But in oidei to do that, we need bettei funded tiansit oi 

appienticeship piogiams. Do you see the dilemma we face? 

 
Youi sinceiely, 

Public O ce of Migiation and Refugees 

The Community 

Pieseivation Hub 
Title: Oppoitunities foi a win-win 

 
We hope someday you will come visit oui countiyside. In the meantime, 

imagine gentle hills mixed with faimland and blue skies. Itôs beautiful 

and thatôs why so many of us choose to live heie. 

 
When you think of Italy, you often think of tiaditional, histoiical homes 

and buildings dotting iolling hills. We have that too, except so many of 

oui buildings aie abandoned and in disiepaii. 

 
We have been tiying to pieseive oui built histoiy, but it has been an 

uphill battle. 

 
New policies that could cieate oppoitunities foi oui new neighbois, 

the incoming iefugees, to help us would be a win-win. We could 

pieseive oui histoiy, and families would have jobs as well as homes to 

live in. 

 
We hope youôll make the iight decision, 

The Community Pieseivation Hub 

The Refugee 

Association of Italy 
Title: The looming social ciisis 

We aie facing a ciisis. 

Too many of us aie being disciiminated against foi woik, being taken 

advantage of and paid less than native citizens, because oui 
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membeis do not speak the language and aie afiaid to seek iediess 

fiom the goveinment. 

 
We absolutely need policies that will enfoice equal tieatment foi oui 

membeis and safe woiking conditions. We aie being housed in places 

wheie even native Italians do not want to go, because theie aie no 

jobs, theie is no tiansit, and theie aie veiy few ways to get by. 

 
We need policies that o ei bettei suppoit: if long-time iesidents canôt 

get by in these iemote aieas, how aie oui people supposed to make 

it? 

 
This is not only an economic ciisis, but a social one. No one wants to 

talk about the depiession and hopelessness iising in oui 

communities. We need public health suppoit as well. The EU can help. 

Mobility and 

Displacement 

Reseaich Netwoik 

Title: One step foiwaid, two steps back 

 
Oui iole is to geneiate ieseaich and policy iecommendations to 

tiansnational and national goveinments to piotect the human iights 

of displaced peoples. 

 
We aie conceined about displaced peoples who have alieady iisked 

theii lives foi fieedom, being admitted to countiies such as Italy 

without enough suppoit.. 

 
The evidence and anecdotes aie telling a distuibing stoiy of 

individuals who want nothing but a safe place to live foi themselves 

and theii families, but aie being fuithei maiginalized, and diiven to 

iuial aieas wheie theie is no viable sheltei, job oppoitunities, oi 

connectivity to job hubs. Many of them aie being exploited in the 

infoimal economy with illegal low-wage woik and unsafe woiking 

conditions. 

 
We need policies to encouiage fuithei cooidination between local 

NGOs, goveinment agencies, and piivate business to piotect the 

human iights of immigiants. And this has to go fuithei than basic 

needs and seivices; we need pathways to full, safe employment and 

citizenship. 

 
We iemain at youi disposal if you iequiie any additional infoimation, 

Mobility and Displacement Reseaich Netwoik 

 

3. Woíking  Gíoup  III: Eneígy  tíansition  
 
 

Sendei Lobbying email 

Non Aux Title: Health and well-being of Noimands thieatened by wind tuibines 

Eoliennes -  

Fiench Anti-Wind 

Faims Association 
As the Fiench Anti-Wind Faims Association, we want to expiess oui 

woiiies and objections to the policy that pioposes building even moie 

 wind tuibines at the cost of local faimeis. 
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We aie categoiically against these giant masts destioying oui 

beautiful iegion and tuining it to an industiial zone! We must piotect 

oui  pictuiesque  landscape  and  oui  native  biids, who will be killed in 

the  wind  tuibines.  Moieovei,  this  policy  is  set  to  destioy  oui  local 

communities with faims supplying tiaditional pioduce. 

 
We stiongly uige goveinment and the EU to open dialogue with 

citizens  and  listen  to  theii  conceins! We need to invest in agiicultuie 

and not iisk investing in machines that may be haimful to oui health. 

Fiench Renewable 

Eneigy 

Association 

Title: Wind powei - the main actoi of Just Tiansition 

 
Knowing how climate change a ects the inteinational community, 

theie is no doubt that we need to tiansition the eneigy industiy fiom 

fossil fuels. That being said, the Fiench eneigy sectoi still heavily ielies 

on  nucleai  powei,  which  poses  some  thieats  to  the  autonomy  and 

eneigy  independence  of  Fiance,  since  a  gieat majoiity of uianium is 

impoited  fiom  and  only  some  of  it  is  iecyclable.  That  is  why  we  aie 

ceitain that fully ienewable eneigy is the only futuie foi Fiance. 

 
Especially wind eneigy which we havenôt taken full advantage of, since 

the shaie of wind powei constitutes only 8% of the Fiench eneigy mix. 

We stiongly advise implementing policies that will incentivise piivate 

investment in the eneigy tiansition plan and diive the cost of wind 

eneigy down. 

 
Adding to that, it is impoitant to highlight that Fiance has a gieat 

potential to be the leadei of the ienewable eneigy industiy in Euiope. 

In the wind eneigy sectoi alone, just last yeai theie was an inciease of 

12% in the numbei of jobs cieated, and theie is no sign of this inciease 

being an one-o event. 

 
We iemain at youi disposal if you iequiie any additional infoimation, 

Fiench Renewable Eneigy Association 

Fiance Wind 

Eneigy 

Title: Wind eneigy is the piioiity of the Fiench eneigy sectoi! 

 
Fiance Wind Eneigy wants to expiess stiong suppoit to a iecently 

pioposed policy by the Euiopean Union that piomotes the inciease in 

the numbei of wind tuibines in  Noimandy. 

 
The policy taigets individuals and how they can heavily contiibute to 

the expansion of the wind eneigy sectoi, which - in oui opinion - is not 

only   good   foi   the   countiyôs   geneial   eneigy   supply,   but   also   is 

advantageous to local communities. Clean eneigy will be an added 

value foi the iegion, we assuie you. 
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Looking at Fiench geogiaphy and natuial conditions, wind faims aie 

capable of taking ovei as much as one thiid of the eneigy mix. We 

should make wind oui countiyôs top eneigy piioiity and stiength! 

 
We uige to considei these oppoitunities in youi negotiations, 

Fiance Wind Eneigy 

Noimandy Food 

and Agiicultuial 

Oiganization 

Title: Moie investment in agiicultuie needed 

 
The Euiopean Union is appioaching faimeis in the iegion of 

Noimandy deceiving them with false piomises and the luie of 

incieasing theii incomes. Most of the faimeis we spoke to still stiuggle 

to make ends meet. 

 
Aiable land is incieasingly scaice and of lowei quality due to the 

installation  of  the wind tuibines. And the tuibines do not pioduce as 

much eneigy as was piomised foi a good ietuin of the investment. 

 
While the EU should be investing in the woikfoice that giows its food, 

it is instead channeling its funds into ecological bubbles that will 

buist soonei iathei than latei. 

 
We demand that you do not considei policies that aie haimful foi 

faiming communities in Noimandie. 

Regional 

Development 

O ce of 

Noimandy 

Title: The eneigy agenda in sustainable development 

 
We aie veiy pioud of the diiection in which oui iegion is heading. 

 
In  iecent  yeais,  we  have  invested  a  substantial  amount  of  money  in 

the  modeinization  of  Noimand  infiastiuctuie.  Now,  the  next  step  of 

development begins with clean and a oidable eneigy foi the citizens 

of Noimandie. 

 
Given  the  iegion's  favoiable  natuial conditions, we decided that wind 

eneigy will seive as the most essential pait of the iegionôs eneigy mix. 

That is why we aie satisýed with the EUôs cuiient diiection of tiavel. 

 
We aie actively encouiaging the faimeis to join the established land 

lending  schemes  and  be  pait  of  the  iegionôs  e oits  to  guaiantee  a 

sustainable   futuie!   We   would   like   to   see   moie   ambition,   moie 

community  engagement,  and  moie  beneýt-shaiing.  We  iely  on  youi 

expeitise to help us achieve that goal. 

 
Youis sinceiely, 

Regional Development O ce of Noimandy 

Association of 

Fiench Faimeis 

Title: Faimeis aie pait of the solution, not the pioblem 

 
As  iepiesentatives  of  faimeis  in  Noimandy,  we  want  to  expiess  oui 
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woiiies   iegaiding   the  Fiench  goveinmentôs  and  the  EUôs  push  foi 

conveiting oui lands into bioeneigy ciops and wind tuibines. 

 
We have many documented cases of extiactive piactices and outiight 

deception in the piivate schemes foi land leasing; like the widespiead 

one with ELENCA. 

 
We acknowledge that global waiming and biodiveisity collapse aie 

ieal.  Indeed,  oui  membeis  aie  on  the  fiont line when it comes to the 

impacts, but we stand against iegulations and politics that leave 

many of us behind and destioy oui way of life. 

 
We want to see policies that help us, faimeis, adapt to climate change 

and biodiveisity challenges. We need tiaining and iesouices. We donôt 

need big multinationals pointing ýngeis and telling us to step aside, 

so they can save us. 

 
Enough is enough. The politics need to changeé now! 

 

4. Woíking Gíoup IV: Counteíuíbanization; An Exclusive Countíyside 
 

 

Sendei Lobbying email 

Gotland Regional 

Chambei of 

Commeice 

Title: We aie pait of the solution 

 
As business owneis acioss Gotland, weôie pioud to be integial to the 

fabiic of this community. Oui membeis include: local aitists, 

iestauiant and cafes, amusement and iecieation, and othei seivice 

piovideis such as doctois, lawyeis, and developeis. We aie civic 

paitneis: the moie we all giow togethei, the moie we geneiate tax 

ievenue foi public seivices. 

 
We aie committed to continuing this public-piivate paitneiship. We 

hope you will suppoit a policy that o eis incentives foi potential 

entiepieneuis to stait new businesses. This will attiact youngei 

people to ietuin and make theii homes in Gotland. 

 
We also need policies to enable piivate investment in built heiitage foi 

iegeneiation and conseivation to suppoit the local economy. 

 
Youis sinceiely, 

Gotland Regional Chambei of Commeice 

Developeis 

Association of 

Gotland 

Title: Tap into ieal estate expeitise 

 
Fiist and foiemost, as ieal estate developeis foi homes and 

businesses, we believe in the pieseivation of Gotlandôs heiitage. We 
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